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Review shows the way to better health from Australian research 
The federal government-commissioned review of health and medical research, which sprung from 
last year’s Discoveries Need Dollars campaign to protect medical research funding, has 
recommended an additional $2-3 billion a year be invested in health and medical research for the 
next 10 years. 

The review panel’s consultation paper has been released today and is open for public comment 
until 31 October.  

The panel, chaired by 2011 Australian of the Year Mr Simon McKeon, makes 21 
recommendations on how to strengthen the health and medical research sector and improve the 
integration of research with the healthcare system. 

Its key recommendation of a $2-3 billion boost to research funding would be made possible by 
redirecting at least three per cent of the federal government’s public sector health budget to 
research that improves the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of disease, and brings 
efficiencies to the delivery of healthcare. 

The panel also suggests between 10 and 20 ‘Integrated Health Research Centres’ be established. 
These centres would bring together hospital networks, universities and medical research 
institutes, to fast-track the discoveries that will bring the greatest benefits to patients. 

The leadership of the Discoveries Need Dollars campaign welcomed the review panel’s 
recommendations. Professor Doug Hilton, the director of the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute, who 
initiated the campaign, said the review panel had produced an astute vision for how health and 
medical research should be conducted in Australia. “They have been realistic and fiscally prudent 
in their recommendations, ensuring they can be adopted without significant additional 
expenditure,” Professor Hilton said. “In the future, the proposed changes would bring about 
substantial economic benefits from the lowered healthcare costs and improved productivity that 
come from health and medical research. I urge the government and opposition to commit to fully 
adopting the review’s recommendations.” 

The consultation paper is based on submissions from more than 300 individuals and 
organisations. It also recommends: 

• creating up to 1000 competitive practitioner fellowships for leading clinicians that allow 
them to spend 50 per cent of their time on research that will led to improvements in patient 
care; 

• supporting research into diseases that most affect Australians as well as into indigenous 
health, rural and remote health, and the developing field of personalised medicine;  

• providing higher stipends to students in receipt of Australian Postgraduate Awards, as well 
as for those people awarded early investigator grants;  

• re-engineering the granting process administered by the National Health and Medical 
Research Council such that the application process is streamlined and the proportion of 
five-year grants increases; and 

• attracting new investment in research by better commercialising Australian research 
discoveries, and promoting philanthropic investment in Australian health and medical 
research. 

The review panel's final report is expected to be presented to the government by the end of 2012. 


