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Professor Suzanne Cory wins the 2009 Curtin Medal for Medical Research 

Professor Suzanne Cory, the former director of the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute, will 
today receive the 2009 Curtin Medal for Medical Research. 

The medal is awarded annually by the John Curtin School of Medical Research, based 
at the Australian National University, to an Australian who has made an outstanding 
contribution to medical science. Previous winners include Nobel Laureate Professor 
Peter Doherty, 2006 Australian of the Year Professor Ian Frazer, and Professor Sam 
Berkovic. 

In presenting Professor Cory’s award the director of the JCSMR, Professor Frances 
Shannon, said Professor Cory had made important discoveries in the fields of genetics 
and molecular biology. 

Her research looks at how changes in genes contribute to cancer development. In 
particular, Professor Cory and her colleagues have shown that the development of 
tumours involves mutations that antagonise the natural cell death pathway. 

Professor Cory said it was a great honour to have her research, and that of her 
colleagues, recognised by the John Curtin School of Medical Research which itself had 
been the source of many influential findings. 

“I plan to continue with my scientific goal of understanding cancer better and, with my 
colleagues, making progress towards developing more effective treatments,” Professor 
Cory said. 

Professor Cory was director of the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute for 13 years from 
1996 and has recently returned to running a research laboratory in the institute’s 
Molecular Genetics of Cancer Division. 

Her many honours include some of the highest that can be accorded a scientist, 
including election as a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Science and The Royal 
Society, a Foreign Member of the US National Academy of Sciences and the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, a Foreign Associate of the French Academy of Sciences, 
an Academician of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences and an Associate Member of the 
European Molecular Biology Organization.  

For further information contact Penny Fannin, Strategic Communications 
Manager, on +61 3 9345 2345, 0417 125 700 or fannin@wehi.edu.au. 


