
 

 

 
 

 

 
Media Release        15 September 2009 
 
$2.2 million agreement to find next-gen treatments for inflammatory disease 

The Walter and Eliza Hall Institute and CSL Limited have signed a $2.2 million 
agreement that will see them collaborate to find and develop the next generation of 
treatments for inflammatory diseases. 

The three-year agreement gives CSL researchers access to a DNA atlas, developed by 
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute scientists, that identifies which genes are switched on 
and off in nearly 50 different blood cell types. 

Professor Doug Hilton, director of the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute, said the 
collaboration would give CSL access to cutting-edge early-stage technology and the 
opportunity to have clinical and commercial input from the start of the research 
process. “ It will also maximise the likelihood of the institute rapidly translating its 
discoveries to a clinical application,” he said.  

The atlas was developed by Professor Hilton in collaboration with researchers in the 
institute’s Bioinformatics, Immunology and Cancer and Haematology divisions. Its 
potential in identifying new targets for drug development will be maximised by the 
involvement in the research of Dr Ross Dickins. 

Dr Dickins is a Victorian Endowment for Science, Knowledge and Innovation (VESKI) 
Fellow who was recruited last year from Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory in New York to 
head a lab in the institute’s division of Molecular Medicine. Dr Dickins has developed a 
technology that inhibits a gene’s function using a process called RNA interference.  

“Through this technology we are able to mimic the action of potential anti-
inflammatory therapeutics and quickly identify those that have the most potential for 
commercial development,” Dr Dickins said. 

Dr Andrew Nash, CSL's director of research based at Bio21, said the collaboration with 
world-class researchers at the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute would represent an 
important element of CSL's investment in early stage research. “We are optimistic that 
the outcome of this agreement will be new drug development opportunities for CSL,” 
Dr Nash said. 

Victorian Innovation Minister Gavin Jennings congratulated the Walter and Eliza Hall 
Institute on its outstanding commitment to translational research.  

“The Victorian Government strongly believes in industry-research partnerships, which 
are good for Victoria’s economy and community,” Mr Jennings said. “I commend CSL’s 
partnership with the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute to develop better treatments for 
debilitating inflammatory diseases, such as rheumatoid arthritis and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease, ultimately improving the lives of thousands in Victoria 
and around the globe.” 

 
For further information contact: 

Walter and Eliza Hall Institute: Penny Fannin, Strategic Communications 
Manager, on +61 3 9345 2345, 0417 125 700 or fannin@wehi.edu.au. 

CSL Limited: Dr Rachel David, Director of Public Affairs, 0401 775 779 or 
rachel.david@csl.com.au. 

 


